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struments or other things which will make
it possible for these band programs and these
other music programs to go on. I think it
is very, very important to education. I think
all young people should be exposed to music
and to the arts. And as I said, I think it’s
even wrong to get rid of these physical edu-
cation programs, to treat physical health as
if it’s just the providence of athletes. That’s
also wrong.

But the music, in particular, we know
there’s so much evidence that it has a positive
impact on academic performance, on social
skills and how you relate to other people, on
self-confidence, that anything we can do in
every community in this country to save these
programs for the schools and for the children
should be done.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
[At this point, the President looked through
some record albums.]

The President. It’s got ‘‘Ruby’’ in it,
doesn’t it? ‘‘She’s Funny That Way,’’ ‘‘I’ll Be
Seeing You,’’ one of my favorite songs. Glenn
Yarborough was the heart-throb of the early
sixties. Nancy Wilson—this is the best Judy
Collins album ever made, I think. Although,
I also like that one, ‘‘Bridge Over Troubled
Water.’’ Did you see that in ‘‘The Graduate’’
in 1967? Joe Cocker—I was—Joe Cocker
was on Johnny Carson in 1988 when I did
Johnny Carson, and I love to hear Joe Cocker
sing.

Q. What were you and the First Lady
thinking of when you—was it listening to Joni
Mitchell, ‘‘Chelsea Morning’’?

The President. I liked the song and—now
we—I loved the song. And she, Joni Mitchell
wrote it, and Judy Collins recorded it. And
it was great because Judy Collins later be-
came a great friend of ours, which was won-
derful. And I heard it first when Judy Collins
sang it, and then I later heard Joni Mitchell’s
recording of it.

And then after I was elected Governor in
1978, we went to London, Hillary and I did,
and spent 10 days around the Christmas holi-
days. And all we did was walk and go to res-
taurants and go to plays and go to museums
and galleries. That’s all we did. It was a great
10-day vacation. And one day we were walk-
ing in Chelsea, and then we started singing
that song, just walking down the street, alone,

in Chelsea. And I looked at her, and I said,
‘‘You know, if we have a daughter we ought
to name her Chelsea.’’ And that’s how we
decided to do it, walking in the borough of
Chelsea in London in 1978 in December.

Q. A wonderful story.
The President. That’s how our child got

her name.
Q. Thank you for sharing it. It really

was——
The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview was recorded at 3:50 p.m.
on March 11 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House, and it was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 3. Portions of the Presi-
dent’s remarks were broadcast during the VH1
special ‘‘Bill Clinton: Rock ‘n’ Roll President,’’
which was televised on June 3. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Remarks on Signing the Individuals
With Disabilities Education Act
Amendments of 1997
June 4, 1997

Thank you very much. He did a great job,
didn’t he? Thank you, Josh, for your story.
Thank you, Judy, for your work and the
power of your example. And thanks to your
mom. [Laughter]

I thank Secretary Riley. I thank all the chil-
dren who are here with me on the platform
who have come to symbolize what this legis-
lation is all about and all the children who
are out there in the crowds. I thank those
of you who have helped me over the years
to know and understand what is at stake in
this issue more clearly. I thank especially the
people who deserve the credit for what we’re
doing today, the Members of Congress, the
committee chairs: Senator Jeffords and Con-
gressman Goodling and Senator Kennedy
and Senator Harkin, Congressmen Clay and
Martinez and Riggs. I’d like to say a special
word of thanks to all the staff people who
worked on this but especially to David
Hoppe, Senator Lott’s chief of staff, who did
such a fine job here. Thank you, David.

I would like to ask—they’re all going to
come up here later when we sign the bill,
but there must be 30 Members of Congress
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here. And this bill, as you know, received vir-
tual unanimity of support across party lines
and regional lines. And in addition to the
Members whose names I mentioned, I’d like
to ask all the Members of Congress to stand
here and be recognized for what they did.
Thank you all.

I thank all the advocates who are here. I
dare not start to identify you all, but I will
say I am glad to see Eunice Shriver here,
and thank you for what you have done to
help me understand this issue better.

For 22 years now, the IDEA has been the
driving force behind the simple idea we have
heard restated and symbolized here today,
that every American citizen is a person of
dignity and worth, having a spirit and a soul,
and having the right to develop his or her
full capacities. Because of IDEA, disabled
children all over America have a better
chance to reach that capacity. And through
IDEA, we recognize our common obligation
to help them make the most of their God-
given potential.

We are here today to reaffirm and to ad-
vance that goal. Education clearly will be-
come even more important to our people in
the days ahead; that is why I have made it
my number one priority as President. That
is why last month, when we announced the
bipartisan agreement to balance the budget,
I was most proud that we could do that and
include an historic investment in education,
the most significant increase in funding for
education at the national level in 30 years.

America Reads, a massive volunteer effort
to help make sure all of our children can read
independently by the time they’re 8 years
old; millions of families getting a tax cut to
help them pay for a college education; hun-
dreds of thousands more deserving students
getting Pell grants; tens of thousands of
schools across America now will be wired to
the Internet; support for raising academic
standards—we know that this is the right
thing to do for every American. But just as
we heard from Judy, for far too long, children
with disabilities were closed out of those
kinds of opportunities, trapped in a system
without guideposts, influenced by stereo-
types, dominated by assumptions that people
like Josh couldn’t take the courses that he
just enumerated.

In 1975, Congress began to change that
when the IDEA was enacted. It has meant
the right to receive an education that all chil-
dren deserve. It has given children who
would never have had it, the right to sit in
the same classrooms, to learn the same skills,
to dream the same dreams as their fellow
Americans.

And for students who sat next to them in
those classrooms, it has also given them the
chance to learn a little something, to get rid
of the baggage of ignorance and damaging
stereotypes, and to begin to understand that
what we have in common is far more impor-
tant than what divides us.

Since the passage of the IDEA, 90 percent
fewer developmentally disabled children are
living in institutions; hundreds of thousands
of children with disabilities attend public
schools and regular classrooms; 3 times as
many disabled young people are enrolled in
colleges and universities; twice as many
young Americans with disabilities in their
twenties are in the American workplace. We
have to continue to push these trends, to do
everything we can to encourage our children
with disabilities not only to dream of doing
great things but to live out their dreams.

Our job is not yet done. All of you know
that despite this progress, young people with
disabilities still drop out of high school at
twice the rate their peers drop out of high
school and into less certain futures. For those
who stay in school, lower expectations and
exclusion still are far too common. Too many
parents still find themselves fighting for edu-
cational resources and services that are their
children’s right and their hope for a brighter
future.

Today we are taking the next steps to do
better. The expanded IDEA reaffirms and
strengthens our national commitment to pro-
vide a world-class education for all our chil-
dren. It ensures that our Nation’s schools are
safe and conducive to learning for children,
while scrupulously protecting the rights of
our disabled students.

First, this bill makes it clear once and for
all that the children with disabilities have a
right to be in the classroom and to be in-
cluded in school activities like work experi-
ence, science clubs, and field outings. It re-
quires States and school districts to help to
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get disabled children ready to come to school
and to accommodate them once they are
there with services ranging from preschool
therapy to sign language interpreters, from
mobility instructors to an extended school
year.

Second, this legislation mandates that with
appropriate accommodations, children with
disabilities learn the same things with the
same curricula and the same assessments as
all other children. We know from every
teacher and every principal, from every par-
ent and every coach, that children rise to ex-
pectations when they are set high. And chil-
dren with disabilities are no exception.

I have asked America to embrace high na-
tional academic standards for all our chil-
dren. So far, education leaders from Califor-
nia to Carolina, from Michigan to Maryland,
have endorsed this effort. I believe very
strongly that all children can make progress.
Today I call upon those States to give every
child the chance and the expectation of
meeting those standards.

Third, we know our children’s success de-
pends upon the quality of their teachers and
the involvement of their parents. This legisla-
tion will help more regular classroom teach-
ers get the full range of teaching skills they
need to teach children with disabilities. And
it will require regular education teachers to
be involved in the development of individual
education plans to help disabled children
succeed.

This legislation also gives parents a greater
voice in their children’s education. At long
last, it will give them something other than
what parents have expected from their
schools for decades. It will give them what
we know all parents should be entitled to:
simply, regular report cards on their chil-
dren’s progress.

High school is a make-or-break time for
all young people, but teenagers with disabil-
ities often need more help to succeed as they
make the transition from school to work. This
legislation will require schools to give stu-
dents that help by developing individual
plans that may include independent living
skills, job training, and preparation for higher
education. And because acquiring these skills
may take extra time, these plans must begin

by the time the students with disabilities
reach the age of 14.

Now, that is what the expansion of the leg-
islation these Members of Congress have
passed will achieve. In a few moments I will
sign it into law. As I do, I want you to think
about what it really accomplishes.

To the 5.8 million children whose futures
are in the balance, we are saying, ‘‘We be-
lieve in you. We believe in your potential,
and we are going to do everything we can
to help you develop it.’’

To the millions of families who are de-
pending upon us to help them prepare their
children to take their place in the world, we
are saying, ‘‘We are proud of you for your
devotion to your children, for your belief in
them, for your love for them, and we are
going to do everything we can to help you
succeed in preparing them.’’

To the teachers and the administrators
who make all the difference, we are saying,
‘‘We are depending upon you, and we are
going to do what we can to support you.’’
To the American people, we are saying that
we do not intend to rest until we have con-
quered the ignorance and prejudice against
disabilities that disables us all.

And to the world, we are sending a mes-
sage, the same message that the FDR Memo-
rial I was honored to dedicate last month will
send: In America, you are measured by what
you are and what you can achieve. In Amer-
ica, the American dream is alive for all our
people. In America, we recognize that what
really counts is the spirit and the soul and
the heart, and we honor it with this legisla-
tion.

Now I would like to ask the children and
the people here with me on the platform to
join me as I sign the legislation. And I would
like to ask the Members of Congress who
are here, every one of them, to come up,
along with Tom Hehir, the Director of the
Office of Special Education, as we sign into
law the Individual with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act of 1997.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to student Joshua Bailey, who intro-
duced the President; Assistant Secretary of Edu-
cation Judith E. Heumann; and Eunice Shriver,
founder, Special Olympics International. H.R. 5,
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approved June 4, was assigned Public Law No.
105–17.

Statement on Signing the Individuals
With Disabilities Education Act
Amendments of 1997
June 4, 1997

It is with great pleasure that I have today
signed into law H.R. 5, the ‘‘Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act Amendments of
1997.’’ This Act reaffirms and strengthens
our national commitment to the education
of children with disabilities and their fami-
lies.

Since the enactment of Public Law 94–
142 over 20 years ago, the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) has made
it possible for millions of children with dis-
abilities to receive an education, helping
them become productive adults. The bill be-
fore me today builds on that success story
by:

—putting an even sharper focus on im-
proving educational results for these
children through greater access to the
general curriculum and inclusion in
State and districtwide assessments;

—giving parents more information, includ-
ing regular reports on their children’s
progress, and a greater role in decisions
affecting their children’s education;

—reducing paperwork and increasing ad-
ministrative flexibility;

—asking children with disabilities, along
with schools, teachers, and parents to as-
sume greater responsibility for the chil-
dren’s success; and

—promoting the use of mediation to re-
solve disagreements between parents
and schools.

This bill also gives school officials the tools
they need to ensure that the Nation’s schools
are safe and conducive to learning for all chil-
dren, while scrupulously protecting the rights
of children with disabilities. It also includes
a substantial commitment from the Federal
Government to support the professional de-
velopment of special and regular education
teachers who work with children with disabil-
ities, research and technological innovations
to improve their education, the training of

parents, and the provision of technical assist-
ance.

This bipartisan legislation is the result of
a unique process involving the Congress, the
Department of Education, parents, edu-
cators, the disability community, and other
interested parties. I thank all who played a
part in this great achievement. Successful im-
plementation of the revised IDEA is the key
to the future for children with disabilities and
it will help them become successful and con-
tributing members of their communities.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 4, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 5, approved June 4, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–17.

Statement on Supplemental Disaster
Assistance Legislation
June 4, 1997

In moving ahead on this flawed legislation,
the Republican leadership is once again de-
laying the disaster assistance needed by peo-
ple and communities in the Dakotas, Min-
nesota, and 30 other States. With individuals,
families, and businesses awaiting the assist-
ance they need to rebuild, I urge the Repub-
lican leadership to set politics aside and pass
a clean disaster assistance bill.

If the Republican majority is set on this
course of adding contentious and extraneous
provisions, they should send me this bill as
quickly as possible. I will veto it as soon as
it arrives and send it back so they can send
me a clean disaster assistance bill imme-
diately that keeps aid flowing to those in
need. Americans in need should not have to
endure this unnecessary delay.

Letter to the Federal Election
Commission Seeking To End the Soft
Money System in Domestic Politics
June 4, 1997

To the Members of the Federal Election
Commission:

I am writing to you, pursuant to 11 CFR
Part 200, to request that you take action
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